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(3) An importer who imports only
softwood lumber that is eligible to be
labeled as 100 percent organic under
the NOP and is not a split operation
shall be exempt from the payment of
assessments. To obtain an organic ex-
emption, an eligible importer must
submit documentation to the Board
and request an exemption from assess-
ment on 100 percent of organic
softwood lumber, on a form provided by
the Board, at any time initially and
annually thereafter on or before the be-
ginning of the fiscal year as long as the
importer continues to be eligible for
the exemption. This documentation
shall include the same information as
required by domestic manufacturers in
paragraph (d)(2) of this section. If the
importer complies with the require-
ments of this section, the Board will
grant the exemption and issue a Cer-
tificate of Exemption to the importer.
The Board will also issue the importer
a 9-digit alphanumeric number valid
for 1 year from the date of issue. This
alphanumeric number should be en-
tered by the importer to Customs at
entry summary. Any line item entry of
100 percent organic softwood lumber
bearing this alphanumeric number as-
signed by the Board will not be subject
to assessments.

(4) Importers who are exempt from
assessment in paragraph (d)(3) of this
section shall also be eligible for reim-
bursement of assessments collected by
Customs and may apply to the Board
for a reimbursement. The importer
would be required to submit satisfac-
tory proof to the Board that the im-
porter paid the assessment on exempt
organic products.

(5) The exemption will apply imme-
diately following the issuance of the
exemption certificate.

PROMOTION, RESEARCH, AND
INFORMATION

§1217.60 Programs,
projects.

(a) The Board shall develop and sub-
mit to the Secretary for approval pro-
grams, plans and projects authorized
by this subpart. Such programs, plans
and projects shall provide for pro-
motion, research, education and other
activities including consumer and in-

plans, and

§1217.61

dustry information and advertising de-
signed to:

(1) Maintain, develop, expand and
grow markets for softwood lumber;

(2) Enhance and strengthen the
image, reputation and public accept-
ance of softwood lumber and the for-
ests from which it comes;

(3) Develop new markets and mar-
keting strategies for softwood lumber;

(4) Expand the knowledge and under-
standing of the strength, safety and
technical applications and encourage
innovation in the use of softwood lum-
ber;

(5) Transfer and disseminate the
knowledge and understanding of the
strength, safety, environmental and
sustainable benefits and technical ap-
plications of softwood lumber; and

(6) Develop, expand and grow existing
and new opportunities and applications
for softwood lumber.

(b) No program, plan, or project shall
be implemented prior to its approval
by the Secretary. Once a program,
plan, or project is so approved, the
Board shall take appropriate steps to
implement it.

(c) The Board must evaluate each
program, plan and project authorized
under this subpart to ensure that it
contributes to an effective and coordi-
nated program of research, promotion
and information. The Board must sub-
mit the evaluations to the Secretary. If
the Board finds that a program, plan or
project does not contribute to an effec-
tive program of promotion, research, or
information, then the Board shall ter-
minate such plan or program.

§1217.61 Independent evaluation.

At least once every five years, the
Board shall authorize and fund from
funds otherwise available to the Board,
an independent evaluation of the effec-
tiveness of the Order and the programs
conducted by the Board pursuant to
the Act. The Board shall submit to the
Secretary, and make available to the
public, the results of each periodic
independent evaluation conducted
under this paragraph.
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